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FOREWORD

Any discerning person and student of the Bible helped by the
Holy Spirit will discover that God has principles and precepts
forall things of life (Ps. 119:128)

However, when men willfully choose to go contrary to divine
principles, confusion will result, whether it is in social systems,
economics or religion.

In this book, Late Pastor S.G. Elton examined a number of issues
from these two perspectives. It is my prayer that the reader will
learn, discern and where necessary, take caution and make
correction so that the will of God will be done on earth as it is
donein heaven.

BARR. EMEKA NWANKPA
Continental Chairman
Intercessors for Africa
Accra, Ghana

January 2007



INTRODUCTION

The present state of the Church in the world in general and our
country in particular, calls for very serious reflections. The world
s growing very churchy while the Church is growing very
worldly. This is a popular saying on virtually every lip these
days. There are many manifestations of these unwholesome
attitudes among professing Christians today, more than ever
before. It is even becoming increasingly difficult to identify a
Christian believer, at first sight, from the masses of people
milling around in our communities. Many of the distinctive
features are no more there.

The reason for this unfortunate development is the subject of
discussion in this book. The evil forces of the unseen kingdom
of Satan - BABYLON - are at work in many lives. This fact is even
unknown to the generality of the human race that have fallen
victim to this mysterious hydra-headed monster. Satan has
spread his tentacles all over the place, even into the churches. It
is rather pathetic that the deception of hell is apparently
making serious incursion into the Church of the living God - the
Ground and Pillar of Truth.

The fact stated above may be contested by many but cannot be
contradicted by any. Otherwise, how can one explain the
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apparent coldness sweeping fast across the churches? In fact,
some churches and ministries, which hitherto were at the
forefront of spreading revival fires, are better described today
as 'dead' due to spiritual inertia, inaction and mortification
even as the decay prevails. Many members of our churches
carry about the tag 'Christian' but have very little to show for it.

Satan has continued to influence and control many human
beings through his organized invisible host. They influence
individuals, families, clans, nations, and even governments and
their decisions. In some other cases, they even go to extremes
by possessing human beings with obsession and madness.

As you read through this book, the ugly picture becomes more
vivid, and if you want to overcome these evil forces in these last
days, the way of escape is proffered herein.

S.G. Elton
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SATAN’S KINGDOM

“If Satan drives out Satan, he is divided against himself
How then can his kingdom stand?” — Matthew 12:26

OD has His own Kingdom which covers the whole

universe and all authority both in heaven and on

earth. This is referred to in the bible as the KINGDOM
OF GOD or the Kingdom of Heaven. Characteristically, Satan,
that erstwhile anointed cherub called Lucifer, also set up his
own kingdom and it is called BABYLON. Babylon is Satan's
imitation of the Kingdom of Heaven and the Bible reveals its
formation, its forces, its demon workers, its policies, its tactics
as well asits final overthrow.

Ever since Satan, occasioned by his rebellion against God, was
cast out of heaven into the earth (Isa. 14:12-14, Ezek. 28:14), the
satanic kingdom has been a reality. Every nation has its own
appointed satanic prince who seeks to control events and to
oppose God's plan and people, fighting against heavenly hosts,
(Dan. 10:11,13). Satan is still in rebellion against God and still
fights to gain control over the earth and its peoples, and to
establish his kingdom over the whole world.
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Satan's singular passion is to be the object of worship (Isa. 14,
Matt. 4:9-10, Luke 4:6-8). He does not need to fight for the
majority of men and women in the world today for he already
exercises control over them. They are already subjects of the
kingdom of darkness (Col. 1:13); but he pursues the saints with
intense hatred because he knows we have the power and
authority to deal with him, to defeat him and deliver his
captives (Luke 10:19).

In this book, we shall seek to study Babylon and its origin, its
operations in the Old Testament, the spirit of Babylon at work in
the churches today and the final overthrow of Mystery Babylon
and the destruction of political Babylon, and how believers can
be aware of Satan's plan for these last days.

Satan is presently doing all that he can in trying to subvert the
plans of the Holy Spirit inside the Church and to occupy the
time and attention of many of the Lord's people today so that
they concentrate all their time on pursuing worldly attractions
and successes and leave undone the great task of evangelism -
whichis the church's number one task.

The Origin of Babylon

The earliest reference to Babylon in the scriptures can be found
in Genesis. In chapters 10:8-10and 11:1-4, we read:

"And Cush was the father of Nimrod ... He was a mighty
hunter before the LORD ... The first centres of his kingdom
were Babylon..." [Babel in the KJV]
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Now the whole world had one language ... They said to
each other, "Come let's make bricks, and ... let us build
ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens,
so that we make a name for ourselves and not be
scattered over the face of the whole earth”.

That was the beginning of Babylon. It shows man's attempt to
do something for himself, and by himself, independent of God.
It resulted in confusion and dispersion. Babylon always speaks
of man's power, man's efforts, and man's glory apart - from
God; seeking to reach heaven in his own way and by his own
efforts. Itis the same today, even in the Church.

Babylon is the spirit of the present world system and is Satan's
efforts to set up a kingdom on earth by man's demonically
energized power and wisdom, in opposition to the divine
Kingdom of Heaven established by the Lord Jesus Christ and
under the leadership of the Holy Spirit.

Ever since sin entered the world, man has tried to live
independent of God. Man erroneously thinks that God has
abandoned the world to Satan and only desires to take out a
people for heaven. The mindset that Satan owns and governs
this world and that God will not interfere with him is wrong.
God still owns this world (Psa. 24:1-2). He still has His own plan
for the world and has not released the reins of government to
the devil even though, owing to man's fall in the Garden of
Eden, Satan exercises a certain amount of control over his own
kingdom of darkness and all unbelievers.
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The Lord Jesus however came to redeem the whole of mankind
and the singular reason for this is because God still has a very
definite interest in this world. It belongs to Him and He will
soon return to take over the government of the entire earth.
Satan is only being permitted by God to operate 'until' the
purposes of God are fulfilled. (Note the use of the word 'until' in
Dan.7:21; Psa. 110; 1 Cor. 15:25; Acts 3:19-21)

What began in the days of Nimrod gradually grew to become
the world's greatest empire in about 1900 B.C. The greatest
periods in the glory of Babylon were the reigns of Hammurabi
and Nebuchadnezzar. It is believed that the present city of
Bagdad in Iraq now occupies the site of the old Babylon.

Babylon became the greatest power of its day and it seems to
have been closer to world domination than any other empire.
Every other earthly kingdom since Babylon has been inferior to
it. It seems that God allowed this great kingdom to grow to
show His people - especially those of us “on whom the
fulfillment of the ages has come” (I Cor. 10:11) - the reality of a
spiritual system controlled by Satan and the extent of its power
and the dangers of being involved in any way in that system.
There is another great earthly empire growing in these days,
which is totalitarian in its concept and is likewise governed by
Satanand is a copy of Babylon.

As in the political world, so in the spiritual world, Satan seeks to
unite churches and faiths in order to control them. This will
come to pass soon and once it does, it should be recognized
immediately as “Mystery Babylon” (Rev. 17). In the political and
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economic spheres of the world, there is a growing quest for the
emergence of an international world leader who will be an
expert in diplomacy and economics that will lead the world out
of its present unrest and crisis. Satan will produce that man,
known in the Bible as the Anti-Christ and it is likely he is actually
alive today somewhere in the Middle East, waiting for the time
when his master, Satan, will show him forth to lead the nations -
after the “catching away” of the saints. He cannot be revealed
until we have gone (Il Thess. 2:7). He is Satan's counterfeit
Messiah, the human leader of the great kingdom of Babylon.

So we find that Satan leads His own kingdom (called Babylon),
which he has set up on earth in opposition to God's Kingdom of
Heaven and Satan has his own Messiah - the Antichrist. Most
men and women in the world today are subjects of the
kingdom of Satan's Babylon even though they are unaware of
this. They carry out the policies of that kingdom and they are
controlled by demon powers and there can never be peace or
real progress under that regime.

Babylon is Satan's kingdom and represents his plan to establish
his own government and control over the whole of mankind.
The spirit of Babylon permeates the whole church today,
seeking control and rule in place of the Holy Spirit. We shall
deal with this in a later chapter. There will be a new human
Messiah called the Anti-Christ, so there will be an earthly
headquarters (probably a rebuilt city in the Middle East) called
the city of Babylon, in opposition to God's earthly headquarters
in Jerusalem.
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The city of Babylon will be the centre from which Satan will
control the political and commercial systems of the world. The
industrial world is now being controlled by Satan through the
trade unions, huge business cartels and conglomerates and
also through such organs as the United Nations, African Union
and similar national groupings and confederation of nations. If
we examine carefully the spirit of these huge business empires,
we shall be amazed to find out that they are not run for the
benefit of the public but for international politics.

Another aspect of Babylon is the debasing of spiritual things by
man such that what was begun by the Holy Spirit is dragged
down to an earthly level and manipulated even by Christians
for their own ends. They misuse the power of God for personal
ends and thus bring the work of the Holy Spirit into disrepute.
This results in divisions and fightings among Christians and
enables Satan to secure control of the church.

As Christians, we are called by God to witness to the world for
the Lord Jesus and to live as citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven.
We are to challenge Satan and all his works and deliver his
captives and demonstrate by our lives and works that the
Kingdom of Heaven exists now and that Satan does not rule us
even though we may be in the world.

Let us look beyond our small circles and environment and
realise the great unseen battle for the souls and minds and
bodies of men, which is raging in the world today and take our
partin that battle.
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The Lord Jesus came to lay claim to the world and to win it by
His love. He disputes the dominion of Satan in the lives of men
and women. Let us emphasize that the Kingdom of Heaven
under the reign of the Lord Jesus will most certainly be
completely established and the Lord and His people will take
over the world and govern it in righteousness, peace and joy
forever (Dan. 2:44, Psa. 110, | Cor. 15:25).
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BABYLON IN THE OLD
TESTAMENT

EN the people were scattered after Babel (Gen.
11:8-9) they kept their beliefs and it became the
Babylonish religious system of the early Greek and

Roman mythology. The idolatrous worship of Babylon became
almost the universal religion of the ancients. Terah, the father of
Abram, worshipped idols in Shinar (Jos. 24:2). That was why
God called Abram to leave his land and father's house and go to
Canaan. Through Abram, God began a new nation by the
election of grace. God's purpose was to have a people who
would know His voice and obey Him.

But even though God used Abraham, so did Satan, when he
caused trouble through the birth of Ishmael (father of the
Arabs). Abraham's dependants by faith, the children of Israel,
were strictly forbidden to have anything to do with Babylon, or
anything that had the mark of Babylon on it. Note what
happened to Achan and his family (Jos. 7:21). Israel was ordered
to destroy all evil tribes living in the land to avoid idolatry (Exo.
19:3-6). However, when Israel entered their promised land, they
failed to destroy the heathen Babylonish nations and therefore
the spirit of Babylon grew stronger.
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Many times when Israel worshipped idols they suffered severe
chastisement. During the reign of Ahab and Jezebel, the
Babylonish religion held sway until the worship of Jehovah was
banned. Despite the ministry of several prophets sent by God
to warn Israel of the consequences of her sin, the nation
continued in idolatry. So God allowed His own people to be
taken captive into Assyria, and later, into Babylon. Psalm 137
and also the book of Daniel give us evidence of the
blasphemous regime there. Israel was thus brought under
subjection to Babylon.

The will of God for His called-out nation actually was for them
to be instruments of enforcing His rule over the earth. This, He
had proved through men that were faithful to Him in their
generations - men like David, Elijah, Elisha and Daniel, God
chose men through whom He could demonstrate His authority.
Elisha, the only prophetin the Old Testament who was anointed
with oil, was used to demonstrate even in those days of evil and
darkness how God could use a man who was in touch with the
throne.

Through the ministry of Elisha, we see the manner in which the
spiritual government of heaven seeks to find expression in the
affairs of the nations of the earth. When certain kings came
together for the purpose of warfare and found themselves in
difficulties because there was no water, it was the prophet
Elisha (the representative of Divine Government) who solved
the situation (Il Kings 3:16). God, by means of a Kingdom agent,
changed the course of events from disaster to victory.

15
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Again, when the Syrians wanted to destroy the people of God,
Elisha knowing their intentions by revelation, exposed their
secrets and saved Israel (Il King 6:9). God by this was teaching
His people that He was able to reveal Satan's plans when He
finds agents through which He can demonstrate His own
heavenly authority. Elisha also saved the city and himself when
the Syrians besieged it. To say that Elisha was the one in control
of the situation is to state the obvious. So today, God is still
ruling over the affairs of the world, no matter what Satan may
try to convey, and all that God seeks are men and women whom
He can trust and through whom He can exercise authority to
defeat Satan's plans and his Babylonish empire and advance
the Kingdom of God on the earth.

Daniel is another classic example. While Babylon was at the
peak of its power over the earth, Daniel, even though a slave,
was in charge of events and demonstrated the authority and
government of God when he revealed the coming events to the
king.

So this was will of God for His people. But because Israel
mingled with the idolatrous cultures of Babylon, she, in a short
time, lost all spiritual life, testimony, power and influence and
became like her Babylonian captors. She continued to cling to
ceremonies and dead forms of worship. She put her trust in
sacrifices and ordinances, instead of realising that all temple
sacrifices pointed to the promised coming Redeemer, Jesus
Christ. The people measured their religious holiness by the
number of their ceremonies and thus produced the Scribes and
Pharisees who would later reject Jesus Christ. They absorbed
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confusion and no matter how much the government tries to
impose restrictions. This crop of dedicated spiritual men are in
touch with the Throne and they are becoming the real power
that shapes eventsin the earth.

God still continues to rule from Heaven, but He is using men
through whom He can exercise His rule and authority. You and |,
by absolute separation from all traces and influences of
Babylon and Satanic power in this world and by dedication to
the leadership and control of the Holy Spirit, can be such
instrumentin His hands in these last days.

As Satan develops his kingdom - Babylon, we shall see many
restrictions against the gospel work and activities of Christians
and we shall need to be aware of our spiritual authority and
make use of it so that the work of God could go on and our
liberty is not curtailed.

Satan will seek to do this and God will allow him to continue his
work until the Lord's people wake up and use their God-given
spiritual authority to defeat and put him where he belongs.

God is now training more 'Elishas' and 'Daniels’ in the right use
of the spiritual gifts of the Holy Spirit to confound, demoralize
and defeat Satan. God is calling out a people in these last days
for this task and this is a call to all Christians to realise this and to
seek the Lord on the matter.

18
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BABYLON AND JESUS CHRIST

EN God sent His Son Jesus Christ as man, He at
once began to attack all the works of Satan: sin,
sickness, demon oppression and death, and to

demonstrate His power and authority, as a man, over all those
evil forces and manifestations of Babylon. He demonstrated
the power and the will of God to give peace, health, life,
blessing, and prosperity and gave His life as an atonement for
sin, thus fulfilling all the law and the righteous demands of His
Father, and securing redemption for the whole human race.
Salvation, healing, deliverance and blessing are now offered to
all who have been enslaved by Satan. In addition to these, the
Lord exposed the religious hypocrisy of the self-appointed
spiritual leaders of the nation - the Scribes and Pharisees. He
challenged their teachings and authority; even though they
claimed to be called of God, He denounced them as 'leaders of
the blind' and 'whited sepulchers' (Matt 23:27).

While the Lord Jesus kept the law (which He had given to Moses
in the beginning), He never submitted to the 'tradition of the
fathers' (Matt. 15:2-6), which introduced hundreds of man-
made rules that had their origin in Babylon and pagan worship.
He was a complete revolutionary and a radical who

19




3| Babylon & Jesus Christ

the principles of Babylon and became the agents of Satan
against their Messiah, and that unbelief and darkness remains
over their eyes - to this day.

When the Lord Jesus came, He could not partake of or operate
through the very religious system He had designed and
planned because it had become so corrupted that He was left
with no choice than to totally abandon it. Instead, He chose a
new set of men to be His channels to take His message of
salvation to the world. Through these men, He would form a
new nation (THE CHURCH) through which the Kingdom could
be fully established here on earth (Matt. 21:42-45).

Today, God has set up the Church as that new channel to
manifest His power and authority. He sent His people into the
world to declare His Gospel of full and free salvation for all men
everywhere who would accept the Lord Jesus as their Saviour
and Lord. In addition to declaring this salvation, many are also
learning the secret enjoyed by Elisha: that God is also
developing a group of His own people who are exercising
spiritual power and authority over Satan and all his plans and
works (Luke 10:19).

They are learning how to challenge Babylon and all its
governmental powers and how to restrict and curb its activities;
they are learning how to attack Satan's stronghold of sin,
sickness, demon oppression, ignorance, and poverty and to
deliver his captives. They know how to relate directly with God
and to intercede before Him on behalf of the nation and thus
shape events, no matter how great the darkness or the

17
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condemned all forms of hypocrisy, social injustice and
oppression of man by man and He went to the root of the
problem - sin. His solution was spiritual and He firmly stated
man's need to be born again into a new kingdom under the
control of the Holy Spirit (John. 3:3). He allowed the Babylonian
authorities and system to express their hatred of Him and His
teaching, and to crucify Him. All these things were done 'that it
might be fulfilled' and thus God used the plans of Satan to carry
out His plans for the redemption of the world.

Yet in the days following the birth of the Church at Pentecost,
we see the intrusion of Babylonish principles in the attempt by
Satan to introduce financial scheming into the new Church
through Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5).

Stephen (Acts 7) was the first fatal victim of the 'system' but
God even used that to fulfill His plan in the conversion of Saul of
Tarsus. Hundreds of Christians have been similar victims of that
'system’ since Stephen.

The Book of Revelation is the record of the conflict between the
Spirit of God, who is now solely in charge of God's work on
earth, and the spirit of Babylon; between the Kingdom of
Heaven and the empire of Babylon. It records the growth and
development of nationalism and the loss of individual rights
and freedoms. It also records the growth of false cults all of
Babylonish origin as well as the emergence of the new
company of ‘overcomers' who will be so much in touch with the
Throne that they will exercise the same authority as the Lord
Himself. It records the conflict between the ‘organisation’ or the
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'system' and the 'organism’', which is the Church.

Satan is the head of this organisation (system). Satan cannot
create a living organism like the Church of Jesus Christ so he
sets up a counterfeit of the true - but which has no life. Satan's
organisation will eventually produce the counterfeit world
church, which the Anti-Christ will head, and this will produce
the 'Mystery Babylon' of Rev. 17, the false religious system.

Today, a vast majority of the Christendom is only involved in
what | call 'Churchianity'. Like the nation of Israel before them,
they have corrupted true spiritual worship and substituted pure
devotion to the living Christ for empty ceremonies and
religious rituals. They have promoted sectarianism within the
Body of Christ and created various denominations which
continue to divide the Church on the basis of man-made
doctrines, ceremonies and rituals, and 'super-men’ who have
taken the place of Christin His church.

We have a situation today where many denominations
indirectly assert that God can only be reached through their
own group while others go as far as to openly declare that they
are the only genuine 'Body'. The salvation earned through the
blood of Christ is not enough until people have joined their
group or submitted to their rules and doctrines. The Holy Spirit
finds it almost impossible to exert the rule of the Father in such
places because of these limitations. They have left the true way
and now peddle a counterfeit gospel. They are part of the
'system' and 'organisation’ called Babylon.

21
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The Lord has a 'Body’, the Church and this is being formed by
the Holy Spirit using 'living stones', born-again men and
women, free to worship God in spirit and in truth. From inside
this living growing 'Body’, the Holy Spirit is calling to men and
women today to recognise the voice of God and to learn how to
challenge and overcome all the forces of Satan and to
challenge the structure and the program of Babylon. They will
then form part of the manifest Kingdom of Heaven on earth
when the Lord Jesus Christ comes to set up His government on
earth again. God is using the present revival from Satan to train
up His warriors and God will have a victorious army.

As we read the book of Revelation, we have seen the
prophecies recorded in the Book of Daniel, written over 2000
years ago, come to pass when the Gentile world began to
crumble and lIsrael returned to her own land. Revelation
Chapters 4 and 5 give the vision of the Lion-Lamb acclaimed as
Lord and Victor by all in Heaven. Chapters 6 to 18 reveal God
dealing in judgment with the peoples and nations of the world
and the final destruction of ‘Mystery Babylon' which is the false
religious church system, and then over the great commercial
city of Babylon itself (Rev. 18). God will sweep away both
systems when He is ready. He will then have a redeemed
company ready that has been trained in their present conflict
with the forces of evil during this age, which will return with the
Lord Jesus Himself to take part in that Kingdom of Heaven on
earth. All these things are going on now as God prepares for the
winding up of the present age.

22
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BABYLON IN THE CHURCH

ATAN does not need to worry about unbelievers as

they are already part of his Babylonian kingdom of

darkness, but he must attack those who have been
delivered out of his kingdom and have become active
members of the Kingdom of Heaven, in the Church.

The extent of Satan's success can be judged by reading the
book of Revelation chapters 2 and 3 where the Head of the
Church - the Lord Jesus Christ - made serious charges against
the Church, within one hundred years after Pentecost. These
charges reveal the inroads made by Babylonish teachings into
God's new vessel.

The Head of the Churches had seven main charges against His
people. It must be noted that these charges were made against
church members who were supposed to be Christians, not
against unbelievers. It must he accepted that these same
charges can be made against the churches of today.

1. Teaching False Doctrines

“...You have tested those who claim to be apostles but are
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not ... Nevertheless, | have a few things against you: You
have people there who hold to the teaching of Balaam ...
You tolerate that woman, Jezebel who calls herself a
prophetess. By her teaching, she misleads my servants...”

— Revelation 2:2,14,20

There are many false apostles and prophets in the Church
today, claiming to be the spiritual leaders but are actually being
used by Satan to teach false doctrine and to set up their own
personal kingdoms, which are not of God.

2. Immorality (particularly among the Lord's servants)

The sect of the Nicolaitans (Rev. 2:6) were supposed to have
been a sect of unbelievers who practiced and taught impure
and immoral doctrines that adultery or fornication was not
sinful and that eating meats offered to idols was lawful. This is
the same doctrine as taught by Balaam (Il Peter 2:15) and
Jezebel. Jezebel the wife of Ahab, was the head of the
Babylonish sectin Israel and she led Israel into idolatry. Babylon
in Rev. 17:5is called the Mother of Harlots.

The Lord passed severe judgment on the evil woman in the
Church at Thyatira but the practice continues in the churches
today. There will be a big increase in immorality inside
denominational churches in the last days because there will be
no proper restraint from godly leaders, and also because of the
increase in demon pressures. Believers who determine to
remain pure and dedicated to the Lord will be used by the Lord
as a testimony that He can keep us pure and it will challenge the
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impurities of the world and Churches in Babylon.
3. Eating Meat Offered To Idols (Rev. 2:14&20).

This appears to have been a very common feature of the early
Church and indicates the mixing of pagan customs inside the
Church, which is still noticeable today. Satan tries to destroy the
Church by joining it and polluting it from the inside.

Jehovah strictly forbade inter-community relationships with
pagan nations. Israel disobeyed and became worldly-minded
and many pagan customs and festivals became part of the early
Christian Church and they remain with us even till today. There
can be no union between Christians and pagans; no partaking
of pagan festivals but a separation from all worldly customs and
ways.

4. Love of Money and Coveting Gifts

The old prophet, Balaam is used as an illustration of one of the
main causes for the fall of Christians and the failure of Churches
to remain clean and useful to God (read Num. 22:7, 17, 37 &
24:11 to find how the love of money destroyed a prophet). The
mishandling, forceful collection and demands for money in our
churches today disgust even unbelievers.

Money in itself is not evil but should be used by the Lord's
people to bless others and provide for God's work and support
the work of evangelism and missions. In Rev. 5:12, the Lord
Himself is given riches so that He can bless His people and He
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will give to those who will use money properly. Money can be a
great blessing to a child of God who is willing to be God's agent
for the distribution to needy ones. God will most surely give His
wealth when He can find men and women who can be trusted
to handle it prayerfully and honestly. It would seem that God
has not been able to find many in this country that can be
trusted to dispense His blessings.

5. Misusing the Gifts of God for Personal Gain (Rev. 2:14)

Balaam, the prophet is again cited as an example of how
servants of the Lord can misuse spiritual gifts and graces. With
the restoration of the wonderful gifts of the Holy Spirit in these
days, we see many Christian workers, who began in all sincerity,
corrupted by the power and opportunities these gifts bring.
Many sell prayers and regard their power in prayer as
exclusively their own for personal gain. | have been present in
meetings where the minister has actually refused to pray for the
sick until money has been given. This is corrupting the gifts of
God and they should be warned by Balaam's fate.

God is still seeking men through whom He can bless the world
but He also knows how far He can trust us with His powerful
gifts and we should pray we do not misuse them. We shall be
called upon to give account of the talents given to us by God
and judgment and blessing will be apportioned accordingly.

6. SeatofSatan (Rev.2:13)

The reason Satan could exercise such power and influence in
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the Church in Pergamos was because he had 'his seat' - his
throne, his headquarters - right inside the church and among
the people of God. God's people permitted those who had false
doctrines to remain among them and so they soon became
corrupt.

Whenever place is given to the devil, the people of God will
become weak and a prey to all forms of evil. The fact that false
apostles were allowed to function in the Church (Rev. 2:20)
showed that the church leadership was under the control of
Satan. The fact that a woman, Jezebel, a self-acclaimed
prophetess, was allowed to lead God's people ensured the
downfall of the servants and the corruption of the entire
Church.

There are many churches in this country today where Satan
rules and has his 'seat’ because of false apostles and prophets.
There is no way the Holy Spirit can become the leader of such
churches and God's people should '‘come out from among
them' (Rev. 18:4) lest they be destroyed or left behind when the
Lord comes. As the Holy Spirit (the Church's true
Administrator), restores the genuine divine government of Eph.
4:11 to the Church in these last days, Satan will seek to
counterfeit these ministries and raise up self-seeking men and
call them his apostles, prophets, pastors. “By their fruit you will
recognise them” (Matt. 7:20).

7. Independent of God - Laodicea (Rev. 3:14-22).

Laodicea is the only Church mentioned in the New Testament
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with a building (the Lord was outside the door knocking to
enter) and this illustrates how the Body, planned by the Lord as
His militant outgoing Body, had gone inside, self-satisfied, self-
righteous, managing her own affairs without the help of the
Lord and also unaware of her true spiritual condition. The first
sin in Eden was the great sin in relationships in the family as in
the Church today.

The Church today is in a Laodicean condition and we strongly
urge every born-again believer to prayerfully examine their
spiritual associations and fellowships and carefully check to see
that Satanis notleading them.
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Five
SPIRIT OF BABYLON TODAY

“Let no man deceive you by any means; for that day shall
not come, except there come a falling first, and that man
of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; Who opposeth
and exalted himself above all that is called God, or that is
worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of
God, shewing himself that he is God ... for the mystery of
iniquity doth already work; only he who now letteth will
let... then shall that Wicked be revealed ...”

— Il Thessalonians 2:3-4,7-8 [KJV]

HE 'Mystery of Iniquity’ doth already work, 1900
%/ears after the Apostle Paul wrote those words and
we can plainly see how it is developing in these days.

The 'harlot’ church (Rev. 17:5) is increasing numerically but it is
more than ever under the control of Satan and is rapidly

developing into the great world power - ‘Mystery Babylon'
recordedinRev. 17.

In spite of improved education, health and civilisation,
conditions are deteriorating and not improving. We must
therefore expect that the problems will increase and this should
challenge Christians to find solutions and demonstrate the
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great difference between life in the Kingdom of Heaven and
Babylon. It is the challenge to all Christians, especially in these
last days, to demonstrate by life, word and conduct, the
superiority of life with Jesus Christ.

SOME FEATURES OF 'BABYLON' IN THE LAST DAYS
1. ADifferent Gospel

As in the Epistle to the Galatians, there is now another gospel
(Gal. 1:6-8): salvation by works and by human efforts;
conformity to man-made order of service; wearing ‘holy'
vestments and uniforms; celebrating special 'holy' days (many
of which were originally pagan festivals of Babylon), and
ceremonies which were Old Testament and had been cancelled
by the death of Jesus Christ. The real and only true gospel is
faith in Christ - and IN CHRIST ALONE - for all our spiritual,
physical, and material needs. This is God's Good News.

We do not need any human efforts, ceremonies, sacrifices,
candles, fasting or prayers to earn salvation. They are all
valuable in the right place and time, but NOT for salvation. God
asks us to fully accept by FAITH all His promises through the
Lord Jesus Christ, ALONE. In God's Kingdom, there is no Jew or
Greek, bond or free; no racialism, no tribalism. Whereas we find
today that racialism and tribalism are regarded as important
even among God's children, in the Kingdom of Heaven there
are no Hausas, no Ibos, no Yorubas, no Efiks, no Blacks, no
Whites no Coloureds - but all are one in Jesus Christ. The Lord
Jesus makes us all ONE in Himself. Racialism and tribalism are
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however major issues in Babylon.
2. The Collapse of Marriage and the Family

The terrible record of the depths of man's failure to live as God
planned is found in Romans 1:24-30 and it is a picture of life in
Babylon.

Sexual perversion and homosexuality were common, as it is
today, and God's judgment against all immorality will be seen
against all who live such lives, resulting in sickness, tribulation
and death of children (Rev. 2:22-28). Marriage in these days is
being debased. Satan is trying to make a mockery of God's
sacred institution by encouraging sex outside of marriage.
Many are now saying, “If we are in love and we agree to live
together and we do no harm to anyone, then itis right”. That is
man's standard not God's and it has never, and will never bring
peace and happiness to anyone. In untold number of
marriages, even between Christians, there is either emotional
distance or the inability to cooperate with each otherand live in
harmony. All Christian couples must examine their marriage
relationship and seek by every means to conform to God's
standards.

We are urging all churches and groups to establish Marriage
Guidance Counsels to assist ministers and advise married
couples with problems and so defeat Satan's plan to destroy
marriage. The FAMILY as a stabilising unitis being wrecked. Two
targets of Satan in these days are marriage and the family. The
basic unit of life is the family, and forces within the family can
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make or break the individual and later, civilisation. Most of the
crimes among teenagers today can be traced to instability
within their own families.

In the U.S., over 6 million babies are born annually who do not
know a father. Drug usage among the youths is a growing
menace even in our nation and is developing into drug
addiction here. While at least 45 million Americans smoke 'pot'’
regularly, the epidemic is spreading over the civilised world. We
must blame the breakdown in family life for the unruly
behaviour in our schools. MAN was hand-made by God as a
beautiful creature and Satan is debasing manhood and turning
man into a wild animal bent on satisfying his appetites. Alcohol,
drugs, unrestrained sex etc are rampant today.

3 Sectarianism and Division

In his Epistle to the Corinthians, Paul had to deal with several
manifestations of Babylon. “There are quarrels among you ...
one of you says, | follow Paul; another, | follow Apollos; another, |
follow Cephas; still another, | follow Christ” (I Cor. 1:11-12). They
had started different denominations even then, and
sectarianism divides Christianity till today. This will increase in
the last days as single men seek to set up their own kingdoms
and churches, all claiming to be led by the Holy Spirit. The Holy
Spirit's work today is to unite (John 17:21), not divide or
multiply sects. All denominations are guilty of sectarianism but
we appeal to all Christians to truly unite in Spirit as members of
one family and one Body, even the Body of Christ.

32




5|The Spirit of Babylon Today

As a result of sectarianism there was a decline in the expression
of spiritual authority in the Church, which allowed immorality of
the worst kind to remain unjudged in the Church (I Cor. 5:1-13).
Christians consequently resorted to appealing to Babylon's law
courts when they had a quarrel or misunderstanding even
among themselves. They acknowledged that gentile law courts
were better than leaving their problems in the hands of God or
in those of His chosen servants to deal with.

It must be acknowledged that the high divine standard of the
Christian faith, conduct and Church government is revealed in
Ephesians. God gives His instructions for the family (Eph. 5:22-
6:4), business relationship (Eph. 6:5-9) and for the government
of His Church (Eph. 4:11) but Satan has used even this high truth
by using certain Churches of today to insist that they alone are
the true Body, whereas many false, dishonest and immoral
Church leaders are in control.

As we experience the growing spiritual conflict of Eph. 6:10-18,
we can watch God produce His true spiritual leaders (Eph. 4:11)
and conclude the end-of-the-age conflict.

4 Over-reliance on mediums

In Colossians 2:16-22, Paul speaks of the worship of angels and
the use of "holy” emblems and festivals. Today in our nation,
there is widespread worship of angels, and for the past forty
years, Christians have been misled into regarding 'holy or
blessed" water, or oil, or beans and even soap, as means of
healing. While God can and does use many different means in
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healing, the general belief in these "holy” things as means of
healing is a glorification of juju in Christian churches. Faith in
the living Lord Jesus and His sacrificial death on the cross is
God's way of healing (Isa. 53; Matt. 8:17; | Peter 2:24).

5 Money-Centredness

Finance has always been a grave temptation to Church leaders.
While the right teaching and use of money will bring prosperity
to the Lord's people, care must be taken to make sure money is
not the main purpose of Church services. We note with regret
the growing business of demanding and charging money for
prayers. All of God's blessings are freely given to all Christians in
Jesus Christ (Rom. 8:32). The Lord owns riches for His people
(Rev. 5:12) and seeks trustworthy stewards, as agents of His
bounty for all His people and the world.

The Apostle John was also aware of the tendency for Christians
to love the world, to live after the manner and style of the world
and be friends with the world and Satan's Babylon (I John 2:15-
17).
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THE OVERCOMERS

HE most momentous and far-reaching event in

human history was the coming of Jesus Christ, the

Son of God, to deal with Satan and his works: sin,

sickness and demon control. That event changed the whole

course of world events and re-established the Kingdom of God
over all the earth.

The Lord's first coming completely defeated Satan and there is
no need to repeat that victory. Today, Satan is a defeated power
although he tries to hide the fact of his defeat and convince his
followers that he is still fully in charge of this world. But he is a
liar; God still holds control and He wants His creation - MAN, to
recover the dominion he lost (Gen. 1:26-28). This means that
we, who are born again and filled with the Holy Spirit, must
realise that we can overcome Satan and break down his
strongholds in these times (Il Cor. 10:4,5).

We should now be influencing and controlling even national
events and making sure that Satan's plan to destroy all trace of
the victory of Calvary is defeated. It is God's plan to use His new
vessel—the Church—as His vehicle to demonstrate that
redeemed man can overcome Satan. That MUST succeed. That
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is why the return of the Lord Jesus to this earth again has been
delayed - God is waiting for His Church to wake up and make
the Lord's foes His footstool. (Psa. 110:1, Acts 3:19-21)

If the Lord's first coming was the most important event in the
world up to that time, His Second Coming will also be the next
most important world event. This event is still ahead of us. Paul
writing to Titus about A.D. 65 said: “Looking for that blessed
hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our
Saviour Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:13).

The Lord Jesus Christ, the same MAN who went up to Heaven
(Acts 1:11) MUST return to the earth where He was rejected but
also where He defeated Satan and restored the Kingdom of
Heaven. This time, He will come as KING of Kings and LORD of
Lords. He will take over complete control of all the nations and
governments and He will rule and put all powers and
authorities under His control (Rev. 19:11-17). This is the great
event we are waiting for. It is the only hope for this sin-sick
world. No one else can establish peace and prosperity except
ourvictorious Lord Jesus Christ.

This wonderful event is still a few years ahead yet and a lot of
things have to take place before He can return as the Bible
promised, and we Christians can hasten His coming if we wake
up and do as God planned we should do - learn how to exercise
authority over Satan and all his powers in the world today.

We will now comment on a few events we believe are still to be
fully fulfilled before the rapture of believers.
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Il Thessalonians 2 speaks of a general falling away before the
Day of the Lord which is usually interpreted to be the final
return of the Lord to take over the government of the world.
While the greatest manifestation of evil will undoubtedly be
after the catching up of the saints (otherwise known as the
'rapture’), we must expect an increase in the operations of
demons just before and this will be evidenced by the way many
Christians will become lukewarm, some losing their faith
altogether. This is confirmed by | Timothy 4:1-3 which
highlights 7 features among even Christians in the last days.

1. Departing from the faith (v.1). We are warned lest our
hearts become hard and unbelieving and cause us to
depart from God. (Heb. 3:12)

2. Giving heed to seducing spirits (v.1). Demons are being
directed especially to lead the young to forfeit virtue and
surrender chastity.

3. Giving heed to doctrines of devils (v.1). Demons will find
men and women, who probably wish to be godly but who
accept inspirations and revelations, which lead to unholy
living. Not all who claim to hear from God are His prophets.

4. Speaking lies in hypocrisy (v.2). Speakers of lies
pretending to be prophets orin revealing God's will.

5. Consciences seared with hot iron (v.2). Those who, by
constant contact with evil and loose living, have become
hardened in conscience and totally insensitive to the need
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for holy living.

6. Forbidding to marry (v.3). Seducing spirits operating
against marriage and encouraging free love and lust, and
sex apart from marriage. Satan seeks to destroy marriage
and drive men into sin and sexual perversions in order to
destroy them.

7. Commanding to abstain from meats (v.3). Some
unscriptural commands against eating certain foods on
special days and festivals are Babylonish remnants (Rom.
14:1-6). Il Tim. 3:1-4 gives a list of 30 characteristics of evil
men during the last days. It seems certain that we shall yet
see more demonic operations of Satan's fierce hatred of
mankind and a sharp increase in Babylon's control of the
religious world, towards a complete and total control of all.

God will match and provoke all this, as He fulfills HIS promise in
Joel 2:28.

"And afterward, | WIIl pour out my spirit upon all people.
Your sons and your daughters will prophesy, your old
men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions.
Even on my servants, both men and women, | will pour
out my spirit in those days. | will show wonders in the
heavens and on the earth, blood, and fire, and billows of
smoke. The sun will be turned to darkness, and the moon
to blood, before the coming of the great and dreadful day
ofthe Lord” - Joel 2:28-31
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While we know that this was partially fulfilled on the Day of
Pentecost, yet the complete fulfillment is reserved for these last
days. A fresh outpouring is taking place now all over the world
and is bringing revival in many countries with a new
understanding of the task of evangelism. With this fresh
outpouring, God is restoring the nine gifts of the Holy Spirit,
which have been lost in the Church for so long. With these
amazing spiritual gifts, the Holy Spirit will use men and women
to challenge and defeat Satan's kingdom, Babylon, and
demonstrate the power of the Lord Jesus Christ through His
peopleinthe world today.

The spiritual gifts will empower believers to withstand all the
onslaughts of Satan and demonic powers and challenge his
authority and counterfeit claims to govern the world and thus
prepare and train us for the coming task of joining in the
government of the Kingdom of Heaven on earth with the Lord
Jesus Christ. We shall also see a nationwide revival with
thousands of conversions and miracles of healing in contrast to
the falling away of many.

We would be naive however if we simply think that the Church,
continuing in its present blindness, lethargy and indifference,
will be able, as a whole, to challenge Satan's kingdom of
Babylon in these last days. God is raising up a people and with
His company of 'Overcomers', He will demonstrate His
Authority. We believe God is calling out and raising that group
now. They are the "levities” of the last days who will stand in the
Jordan, representing the whole Body, to secure protection,
safety and deliverance for the Body and the great mass of
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seekersin the last days (Joshua 3:12-17).
The Rapture

Then, at the height of the wonderful demonstration of the
mighty power and victory of the Lord Jesus,

“For the Lord Himself will come down from Heaven with a
loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with
the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise
first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the
Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever”

- | Thess. 4:16-17

This is the "blessed hope” of many Christians today but
unfortunately itis possible that many born-again believers may
miss this glorious event because of indifference and being
overcome by Satan's wiles.

There are many born-again evangelical Christians in today's
world who act quite indifferently towards the rapid increase of
Satan's kingdom and pray daily for the Lord to come to take
them away before they succumb to him, instead of realising
that God left us here to demonstrate the resurrection victory of
the Lord Jesus and prove the power of the redeemed over a
defeated Satan.

It is dangerous for any Christian to be indifferent to conditions
everywhere in all realms of public and national life wherever
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Satan holds sway. This shows Christians feel they have no
responsibility for anything happening in the world today. God
is very interested and involved. It is wrong for believers to sit
passively praying for the second coming while many millions
have never heard the gospel yet. The program of world events
seems to be as follows: (I Thess. 4:16-17).

* TheLordJesuswill leave His throne and stay in the clouds.

» Thedeadin Christwill rise from the graves.

* The bodies of the living, waiting saints will be changed into
glorified bodies.

= Both the raised dead and the changed living saints will be
caughtup to meet the Lord in the clouds.

= All will return together to heaven for the judgment seat of
Christ where all believers will be judged, (I Cor. 3:9-15; 1l Cor.
5:10) and the Marriage Supper of the Lamb (Rev. 19: 7-10).

The Revelation of the Anti-Christ

Following the rapture of the saints, Satan will have developed
his plans in the religious, commercial and political spheres of
the world to enable him to produce his counterfeit messiah, the
Anti-Christ. Il Thess. 2 refers to him as the “man of sin”, the “son
of perdition” and the “wicked one”. John in Revelation spoke of
him as “Anti-Christ” and the “Beast,” (Rev. 13:1-18; 14:9-11;
15:2-3; 17:1-18; 19:19-21). In Daniel, he is called the “Little horn”
and the “willful king” (Dan. 7:11; 11:26).

Opposing every form of true religion, this wicked world leader
will arrogantly exalt himself as God. Following his desecration
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of the temple in Jerusalem (Matt. 24:15,16,21), a great
tribulation such as the world has never known will trouble the
whole world (Rev. 13:1-6). The Anti-Christ will rise after the ten
kingdoms have been formed for a “short space” (Dan. 7:8; Rev.
17:9-11). He will make covenant with Israel but will break it after
three and a half years and will then exalt himself as God
demanding worship by all. He will probably reign from Rome.

The power of the Anti-Christ will come from Satan, the spirit of
the abyss, and the ten kings. His power has already been
decreed by God, who will permit Satan and his agents to give
their power to the beast and inspire him in his evil designs (Dan.
8:24, Il Thess. 2:8-12, Rev. 13:1-2). It is God who will lead the ten
kings to cause the Anti-Christ to destroy mystery Babylon (Rev.
17:12-17).

Satan will give the Anti-Christ what he offered to the Lord Jesus
in Matt. 4:8-10. The Lord refused that offer, but the Anti-Christ
will accept it and will set out to subdue them by force and will
partially succeed, because the Lord's people who have been
won by love, will have been removed to Heaven. The Anti-
Christ will be assisted by unclean evil spirits who will spread
corruption everywhere.

The Anti-Christ will become the head of the religious system
called 'Mystery Babylon' which is now being formed and will
control all religious activities, He will also become the controller
of the commercial and political Babylon, which will control the
nationally owned government branches of businesses.
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As God has produced His perfect MAN, the Lord Jesus Christ,
who will restore peace and prosperity to the world, so Satan will
produce his 'superman’ - the Anti-Christ - but he will fail to
bring peace and there will be great tribulation and many will be
killed and many will kill themselves in despair.

PAUL, in Il Thess. 2:6-8, states that the full identity of this Anti-
Christ will not be made known until -

“..the one who now holds it back ... is taken out of the way” (vs. 7)

Who is that one who holds it back? | believe this to be the Holy
Spirit and the true Body of Christ - the light and the salt of the
earth. Whilst we are here, we are the power holding back the
total corruption of evil with which Satan wants to flood the
earth. The presence of the Holy Spirit working on the inside of
believers must therefore be a mighty force today. Let us rise in
faith, realising our true value in God's sight and challenging
Satanin every aspect of personal and national life.

Satan hates but fears us, because we are hindering his plans.
We should not fear him; he is a liar and a defeated foe. He is
shortly to be cast out of his area of control and we are the ones
who will cast him out and take over and rule in his place (Rev.12:
9-10).
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MYSTERY BABYLON

EVELATION 17 reveals the climax of Satan's

rogram to gather into one unit the various faiths

and churches. It is called “Mystery Babylon”. It also

carries the names, “The great whore” (vs. 1&2), “The woman”,
“Mother of harlots” (vs. 4), and “That great city” (vs. 18).

She is the symbol of apostate religions being linked together,
after the rapture of the saints, to control all religious activities
and which also dominates the kings of the revised Roman
Empire.

She is extremely wealthy, “dressed in purple and scarlet, and was
glittering with gold, precious stones and pearls. She held a
golden cup in her hand, filled with abominable things and the
filth of her adulteries” - vs. 4.

The present desire of the ecumenical movement to unite all
followers of Christ into a single Church; and the present
worldwide move to form a 'world church' give ample evidence
that Satan's plan is nearing completion.
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There are many Christian teachers who declare that all the titles
and descriptions of Rev. 17 are descriptions of the Roman
Catholic Church system. While it is true that even some Roman
Catholic writers (Cardinals Newman and Manning) admit the
Roman Catholic claims now to be the kingdom of Christ on
earth with power to rule the wills of men and to dictate to kings
of the earth, we are certainly witnessing this great Church
taking an increasing part in world affairs and exercising
considerable influence in international politics.

But | believe that Mystery Babylon will involve much more than
the Roman Catholic Church and in fact will include a lot of the
man-made organisations and sectarian denominations, which
exist for the personal benefit of so called Christian leaders. They
might have started well but, like Balaam, they have allowed
their craving for carnal gratification to lure them into Babylon.
Like Jeroboam, they have allowed their fear of loss to permit
idolatry in the name of new people-oriented methods and
concepts.

Itis Satan's purpose to multiply such groups in order to replace
man's deep desire for true fellowship with God and the saints
with the specious. Strange practices are often found in these
services and churches and they are all ungodly. Some of the
moral standards ruling inside some of the churches today
brand them as part of the “great whore”.

The end is coming. The growth of Mother Babylon's
ecclesiastical power with the nations will be her eventual
downfall. When the political leaders have finished using her for
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their own purpose, they “will bring her to ruin and leave her
naked; they will eat her flesh and burn her with fire. For God has
put it into their hearts to accomplish His purpose by agreeing to
give the beast their power to rule, until God's words are fulfilled
(Rev. 17:16-18)

It is tragic to see many Christians, really born-again and
baptised in the Holy Spirit, who are well aware of the terrible
moral and spiritual condition of some churches, and are
content with remaining in them without speaking out or
witnessing inside those churches. It is still more tragic to find so
many Christians who are indifferent to those conditions and
who are content to pray for the return of the Lord as a means of
escape.

This is an acknowledgment that Satan has succeeded in
defeating us. Instead of passively praying for the rapture, we
must actively join together in evangelism and attack the
strongholds of ignorance, illiteracy, poverty, sin and even
sickness. We must attack these strongholds of Satan (Il
Cor.10:4-5). We must challenge the rights and power of Satan
and demonstrate by our lives and spiritual powers that Luke
10:19 and Matt. 28:18 are true.

The Lord Jesus is delaying His return and waiting for the saints
to demonstrate the wonderful power and victory of Calvary
over Satan. We strongly declare that the Lord Jesus will not
return for a defeated Church but for a victorious one.

The coming of the Lord with His army of saints and angels will
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defeat the Anti-Christ at the Battle of Armageddon. The
Kingdom of Heaven will then be set up to take over the
government of the nations, to replace the kingdom of Babylon.
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LITERAL BABYLON
POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC

Tis clear from both Rev. 17 and 18 that there will be an

actual city called BABYLON, which will be the

headquarters of the religious kingdom controlled
through the ten kings. It is also the headquarters for the
Antichrist's control over the nations, and both commercial and
political systems.

Rev. 18 indicates that the commercial and political systems will
be under the Antichrist's totalitarian governments. The types of
totalitarian systems already exist and the United Nations
Organisation is a pattern of many more such systems.

The inhabitants of Babylon in general will be spirits, unclean
and vile in their living, in the very depths of degradation, and
subject to demon possession, so that the only judgments by
God will be complete destruction - Rev. 18:1-3.

Babylon will be the headquarters of the demonic world and the
concentration of all wickedness. This proves that world
conditions will be controlled by demon powers after the
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removal of the saints and it will also result in Satan's final effort
to challenge the authority and government of God. But
Babylon's final hour has come and the system will be destroyed
by the ten kings (led by the Anti-Christ) who gave her power
(Rev. 18:4-8).

God is now revealing in advance how Satan will take over the
religious world and make it into his instrument to secure the
submission and worship of mankind, which he has always
desired. Satan will fail, but we must be awake as we see events
move towards this final battle. We must not take a passive
attitude.

God is likewise warning us of Satan's plans to take over the
complete control of both the commercial and political systems.
Satan has been moving towards this objective for some years
now as he has caused political unrest and chaos and the upset
of many nations politically and economically. The Anti-Christ's
international control in business, finance and commodities will
increase as he forces governments to take all businesses into
government-controlled co-operatives. This will make it almost
impossible for small and private businesses to operate. Permits
will be needed to buy or sell, and bribery and corruption will be
widespread (Rev. 13:16-17).

The answer to these problems as these conditions develop
before the Rapture is for Christians to unite even in business
and thus act as ONE and set up standards of honesty in
business.
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The real major political confrontation of the 1980's will not be
between left and right, socialist and antisocialist, conservative
and communist, but between Christianity and Babylon.

It will be war right to the gates of glory, and everything will be
done to disguise for Christians the real issues of the battle so
that they can remain indifferent and absorbed in their personal
and business concerns.

THE BASIS of the present world's business and political systems
is to prove man's ability to manage without God.

THE OBJECT of the present system is to set up a human
kihngdom and government, governed by selfish human
interests, in opposition to the principles of the Kingdom of
Heaven.

THE SPIRIT of the existing system is satanic and will proceed to
the total nationalisation of most of the political and economic
world, thus it will control commodities, prices and supply to all
businesses and use them as political weapons (Rev. 18:12-13).

These things are beginning to take shape already and
Christians will find it increasingly difficult, and eventually
impossible to remain part of any government machine or
business combines.

It will soon be difficult to buy or sell in honest competition with
government-owned monopolies. That will be the test of our
faith and readiness to keep to Kingdom principles. The
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international business world is now faced with problems for
which it has no solution and leading economists have declared
that they find an entirely new evil element in control of world
economies, which they can neither explain nor control.

National governments are vainly trying to control inflation and
the cost of living but they do not have the answers. America will
be unable to act as the locomotive to pull the rest of the world
out of depression into prosperity and this will result in severe
international strains and the collapse of democracy and many
weak nations. We are already witnessing the economic
bankruptcy of some weak nations with the resulting political
chaos.
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HOW TO COMBAT BABYLON

S Satan moves towards the final confrontation
with God's plan, we also find that God is moving
towards the same confrontation. There is never

any doubt as to the eventual outcome: God's plan will crush
and fully destroy Satan's plan and works.

God declared in Psa. 2 that He has set up His King (the Lord
Jesus) in His holy city (Jerusalem) and there is therefore no
doubt as to the ultimate triumph of God's plan, Kingdom and
Government. But God, in His wonderful wisdom, has decreed
that the overcoming of Satan's program will also be the result of
the unity of His redeemed people and the Holy Spirit working
through them in the world today (Eph. 3:10).

Christians in the world must wake up to this plan of God and
realise that God depends upon us to take part in this final battle
to overcome Satan, and to enforce the authority and
sovereignty of God in the world today.

“Nations, peoples, rulers.." (Psa. 2) need to hear and be made
aware of God's plans and claims of ultimate world government,
under His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. This requires that
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Christians in these last days must not only declare full salvation
and deliverance in the gospel but also include in our messages
the full revelation of God for these last days. It is the only way
we can declare that we have the answer to the world's
problems. We must declare that the Lord Jesus Christ is LORD
and that He is soon coming back personally to take over the
government of the nations, with His people.

When the Lord Jesus met Satan in the temptation on His first
visit, He defeated him by constantly affirming, “IT IS WRITTEN!"
So we, as His disciples, must make our declaration of faith to
challenge the kingdom of Babylon.

“THE LORD (JESUS CHRIST) REIGNS!" Psa. 96:10; Isa. 66:1. He is
the only Saviour from sin, sickness, and demon power. He is
also LORD and claims our full acknowledgment of this in our
daily lives. He asks to be LORD of our lives in every aspect. Then
He will take full responsibility and guarantee us guidance,
provision, and protection. He is LORD in all heaven and earth. If
Heis not Lord of all, then He is not Lord at all.

THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST is still the power of God unto
salvation (Rom. 1:16) and this includes deliverance from all the
repercussions of sin, sickness and demon powers and provides
forgiveness, healing, soundness and preservation (Acts 4:12).

This full gospel will be the special message of the last days
(Matt. 24:14) - the Gospel of the Kingdom as preached by the
Lord Himself in Matt. 4:23-24.
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The Holy Spirit is in charge of God's work and the Church, and
on the basis of Christ's sacrifice, man has been completely
redeemed and restored to a higher position than what Adam
enjoyed in the Garden of Eden and therefore is now in a higher
position than Satan (Psa. 8).

The Kingdom of Heaven has been re-established by the Lord
Jesus and He will reign with His people, forever, (Psa. 2; Dan.
2:44) and peace and prosperity will be restored to the whole
world. This means that Satan and the kingdom of Babylon must
be fully destroyed.

The Lord Jesus affirmed His complete authority when,
following His resurrection, He declared,

"All authority has been given to me in heaven and earth”
— Matthew 28:18 (NAS).

The Lord Jesus then commanded His disciples to -

“Go ye therefore and make disciples of all nations”
— Matthew 28:19 (NAS).

Those who reject the gospel preached by disciples today must
face the righteous judgment of the LORD. Men must either
submit to Him as Saviour and LORD NOW or face His judgment
in the future.

We mean to attack every stronghold of Satan in our country
and if this is a declaration of war, then let it be so.

54




9|How to combat Babylon

PSALM TWO (The Living Bible)

What fools the nations are, to rage against the Lord!

How strange that man should try to outwit God! For a
summit conference of the nations has been called to plot
againstthe Lord and his Messiah, Christ the King.

“Come, let us break his chains”, they say, “and free
ourselves from all this slavery to God"

But God In heaven merely laughs! He is amused by all
their puny plans. And then in fierce fury he rebukes them
and fills them with fear.

For the Lord declares, “This is the King of my choice, and |
have enthroned Him in Jerusalem, my holy city”

His chosen one replies, “I will reveal the everlasting
purposes of God, for the Lord has said to me, 'You are my
Son. This is your coronation day. Today | am giving you

your glory.
“Only ask, and | will give you all the nations of the world.
Rule them with an iron rod; smash them like clay pots.”

O kings and rulers of the earth, listen while there is time.
Serve the Lord with reverent fear; rejoice with trembling.
Fall dawn before His Son and kiss his feet before his anger
(s roused and you perish. | am warning you - His wrath
will soon begin. But oh, the joys of those who put their
trustin him!
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a Elton, as he was
opularly called,
left his native
country, England, to come to
llesha, Nigeria in March 1937
in response to a divine call to
be a missionary; his wife and
only child, 3-year old Ruth,
joining him about six months
later. And since that time right
up to his eventual homecall 50
years later, Pa Elton has always
been found at the centre of
revival, playing one key role or the other. He had the opportunity of
being part of the on-going revival at llesha (of the Joseph Ayo
Babalola fame). He was also instrumental to the advent of the latter
rain revival of the early 50's by providing an inroad for the revivalists
to come into the country. In the wake of the evangelistic move of
the 60's, he was also there, providing a platform for major
international preachers and evangelists like Gordon Lindsay, T.L.
Osborne and so many others including foreign missions that were
willing to sponsor evangelistic work in Africa. He was thus a channel
of financial provision for many indigenous missionaries and
evangelists.

SIS. RUTH MAMA HANNAH PA S.G. ELTON
(Daughter) (Wife)

The major emphasis of Pa Elton's vision and message was the
Kingdom of God interfacing with human lives and societies and he
taught this with vigour, bringing an erstwhile complacent church to
begin to demand a righteous social order. Though a Briton by birth,
Pa Elton was a complete Nigerian at heart and he undoubtedly
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provided accurate prophetic direction for the church and the
nation, speaking profoundly about God's plan to use the nation to
spearhead the last day revival.

The greatest legacy of Elton however was his unparalleled
commitment to the younger generation. A man of profound
simplicity who insisted on building men rather than structures,
Elton spent his latter years traversing all the campuses in the entire
country then, ministering to students and teaching them the truths
that provided the platform for the outbreak of the
Pentecostal/charismatic revival of which the Church today is still
reaping the fruits. Today, those young men and women he fathered
then are themselves notable fathers in the body of Christ. His llesha
home was open to all and sundry night and day and his exemplary
servant-leader lifestyle still remains a high standard for present-day
ministers.

His only daughter also trailed her parents' steps by also becoming a
full-time missionary to the middle belt region of Nigeria. The wife,
Hannah, died in Nigeria in 1983 and Pa Elton also passed on 4 years
later, having spent half a century on Nigerian soil, serving His Lord
with his all. Both were buried in their llesha home.
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